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Tobin’s Palm

Tobin and me, the two of us, went down to Coney one
day, for there was four dollars between us, and Tobin had need
of distractions. For there was Katie Mahorner, his sweetheart, of
County Sligo, lost since she started for America three months
before with two hundred dollars, her own savings, and one hun-
dred dollars from the sale of Tobin’s inherited estate, a fine
cottage and pig on the Bog Shannaugh. And since the letter that
Tobin got saying that she had started to come to him not a bit of
news had he heard or seen of Katie Mahorner. Tobin advertised
in the papers, but nothing could be found of the colleen.

So, to Coney me and Tobin went, thinking that a turn at the
chutes and the smell of the popcorn might raise the heart in his
bosom. But Tobin was a hardheaded man, and the sadness stuck
in his skin. He ground his teeth at the crying balloons; he cursed
the moving pictures; and, though he would drink whenever asked,
he scorned Punch and Judy, and was for licking the tintype men
as they came.

So I gets him down a side way on a board walk where the
attractions were some less violent. At a little six by eight stall
Tobin halts, with a more human look in his eye.

“’Tis here,” says he, “I will be diverted. I’ll have the palm of
me hand investigated by the wonderful palmist of the Nile, and
see if what is to be will be.”

Tobin was a believer in signs and the unnatural in nature. He
possessed illegal convictions in his mind along the subjects of
black cats, lucky numbers, and the weather predictions in the
papers.

We went into the enchanted chicken coop, which was fixed
mysterious with red cloth and pictures of hands with lines cross-
ing ’em like a railroad centre. The sign over the door says it is
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JomoHsa TobiHa

HKOCB Tob6iH i % moixanu BaBox Ha KoHi-A#neHna. ¥ Hac
OyJ10 YOTHpPH IOJapu Ha OBOX, a ToOiHy Tpeba OyJIO pO3BiSITUCH.
Horo koxana Keri Maropaep 3 rpadcrsa Ciiro, BHiXaBLIM TpU
MicsIIIi ToMy 10 AMepuKH, Tiponajia. I1pu Hiit Oyau COTHS mojapiB
BJIACHUX 3a01IaIKEHb i COTHSI, BUpyYeHa BiJ npoaaxy TobiHoBoi
CcHaAllMHY, 1110 CKJIaaajiach 3 MaJICHbKOTO OyIMHOYKA i OAHOI CBUHI.
ITicng toro sik TobiH omep:KaB JKUCTa, B SIKOMY BOHA Mucaja, 110
BUIXIKA€E 10 HHOTO, MIPO Hei He OyJ10 Oiibliie XXoaHOi YyTKU. TobOiH
naBaB 00’sIBM B ra3eTrax, aje MiBUMHA He 3HAWIIIaCh.

Tak ort, moixasu Mu 3 TobiHoM Ha KoHi-AjliyieH, ragaiodu, 110
pi3Hi aTpakuUioHU i 3amax CMaXX€HUX 3epeH KYKYypyld3Uu pPO3BilOTh
Tyry cepus B Horo rpyasx. Ane ToGiH OyB BaxkomyMm, i xXypba
MII[HO Bcenwiacs B Hboro. BiH ckperoTtaB 3ybamu, QUBISYUCH HA
MOBITPsIHI KYJIi, BiH IMIPOKJIMHAB KiHO i, XO4 >KOJHOIO pa3y He BiIMO-
BUBCS BiJl IIPOIO3ULIiT BUIIMTU, BCE XK TaKU 3 IPE3UPCTBOM BifgBEp-
HYBCS BiJI JISUILKOBOTO TeaTpy i JageH OyB IoouTH Beix portorpadisb.

Toni s TOBiB 10ro Ha OgHY 3 OIUHMX ajieii, Ae aTpaKI[iOHU Oy
TPOXU MEHII HACTUPJIMBUMMU. Biasg HeBenIuuykoro, LIiCTb Ha BiciM
¢yTiB, 6anaraHa TobOiH 3yMMHUBCS, 1 LIOCH JIIOACHKE 3’ SIBUJIOCH Y 10~
To MOIISIAI.

— Tyt, — Kaxe BiH, — § po3Bilo cBOI XypOy. Uymosa xipo-
MaHTKa 3-Haj piku Hiny pocaiguTh J0JOHIO MOET pyKM, i MeHi Oyne
BiIOMO, YU TPAITUTHCS TE, [0 MAE TPATTUTUCE.

To6iH BipMB y BCUISIKI MPUKMETU i HAANPUPOAHi SBUlIA. BiH
MaB TBepAi NepeKOHAHHSI BiIHOCHO TaKUX peyeil, sIK YOpHi KOTH,
1IAaCJIMBi HOMEPH i MPOrHO3M IOTrOJIU B raserax.

Mu yBilillUIM B LW YyAeCHUN KYpPSITHUK, 1€ JJIs1 TAEMHUYOCTI
Oy po3BilllaHi YepPBOHI MPOCTUpaLIa i MaJTIOHKU PYK, Ha SIKHX
JIiHIT epexpelyBaluCh, SIK peiKy Ha 3ali3HUYHOMY By31i. Hamuc
HaJ ABepUMa IMOBiIOMIISIB, 11O B LIbOMY KYPSITHUKY CUIWUTh MagaM
3030, erumneTrchbka XipoMaHTKa. Manam OyJa riaagka kKiHKa B yep-
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Madame Zozo the Egyptian Palmist. There was a fat woman
inside in a red jumper with pothooks and beasties embroidered
upon it. Tobin gives her ten cents and extends one of his hands.
She lifts Tobin’s hand, which is own brother to the hoof of a
drayhorse, and examines it to see whether ’tis a stone in the frog
or a cast shoe he has come for.

“Man,” says this Madame Zozo, “the line of your fate
shows —”

“’Tis not me foot at all,” says Tobin, interrupting. “Sure, ’tis
no beauty, but ye hold the palm of me hand.”

“The line shows,” says the Madame, “that ye’ve not arrived
at your time of life without bad luck. And there’s more to come.
The mound of Venus — or is that a stone bruise? — shows that
ye’ve been in love. There’s been trouble in your life on account
of your sweetheart.”

“’Tis Katie Mahorner she has references with,” whispers Tobin
to me in a loud voice to one side.

“I see,” says the palmist, “a great deal of sorrow and tribulat-
ion with one whom ye cannot forget. I see the lines of designat-
ion point to the letter K and the letter M in her name.”

“Whist!” says Tobin to me; “do ye hear that?”

“Look out,” goes on the palmist, “for a dark man and a light
woman; for they’ll both bring ye trouble. Ye’ll make a voyage
upon the water very soon, and have a financial loss. I see one
line that brings good luck. There’s a man coming into your life
who will fetch ye good fortune. Ye’ll know him when ye see him
by his crooked nose.”

“Is his name set down?” asks Tobin. “’Twill be convenient
in the way of greeting when he backs up to dump off the good
luck.”

“His name,” says the palmist, thoughtful looking, “is not
spelled out by the lines, but they indicate ’tis a long one, and the
letter ‘0’ should be in it. There’s no more to tell. Good-evening.
Don’t block up the door.”

“’Tis wonderful how she knows,” says Tobin as we walk to
the pier.

As we squeezed through the gates a nigger man sticks his
lighted segar against Tobin’s ear, and there is trouble. Tobin
hammers his neck, and the women squeal, and by presence of
mind I drag the little man out of the way before the police
comes. Tobin is always in an ugly mood when enjoying himself.
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BOHOMY JDKEMIIEPi 3 BUTAIITOBAHNMU Ha HBOMY 3aKapJIFOYKAMM i Uy-
JepHaubkuMu 3Bipamu. ToOiH ma€ il AecIThb LIEHTIB i MpOCTSIrae
pyky. BoHa minHimMae fioro pyKy — pilHy cecTpy KOIHUTa JIOMOBOI
KOHSIKM — 1 JUBUTBLCS, YU HE NMPUMIIOB BiH OyBa 3a IiIKOBOIO.

— Yogogiue, — kaxe mMagaM 3030, — JIiHil Balloi KiHLiBKUA
MOKAa3yIOTh...

— Ile 30BciM He Hora, — nepebusae ii TobiH. — 3BHUYaAiiHO,
BOHA He IyXe KpacuBa, ajie mepel BaMu MOsI JOJIOHS.

— Jlinii moka3yioTh, — Kaxe MajgaM, — 1[0 y BalllOMy XUTTi
oyio HemacTs. I BoHO He ocTaHHE. ['opa Benepm, — uu, Mmoxe, 11e
MPOCTO CUHEb BiJl KAMEHSI, — MOKa3ye, 1110 BU 3aK0oxaHi. Bu manu
KJIOTIIT, IPUYMHOIO SIKOTO OyJsia Ballla KOxaHa.

— Ile BoHa npo Keti MaropHep 3ragye, — ToJIOCHO IIENoue
To0biH, HAXUJISIOUKUCH 10 MEHE.

— 4 6auy, — Kaxe xipoMaHTKa, — 0araTo XXypOu Ta HellacTsa
yepe3 KOroch, KOro B He Moxete 3a0yTu. A 6auy JiHii, Ki BKa3y-
10Th Ha Jitepy «K» i jitepy «M» y ii iMeHi.

— UYyem, — kaxe MeHi ToOiH, — 4yelll, 1110 BOHa TOBOPUThH?

— CrepexiTbcs, — Beae Aajli XipoOMaHTKa, — TEMHOTI'O YOJIOBi-
Ka i CBITJIO1 XXiHKM: BOHM IMPUHECYTb BaM HeNpUEMHOCTI. Jlyxke
CKOpO BU MoigeTe BOAOIO i 3a3HaeTe (iHaHcOBOi BTpatu. S Gauy
JIiHIIO, SIKa TIpMHECe BaM IIacTsA. € 4JOJIOBIK, SIKW yBiiiIe B Ballle
XKWTTS i TIpuBepHe 10 Bac ¢optyHy. Konm Bu iforo mobdaunte, BU
Mi3HAETE WOro MO KPUBOMY HOCY.

— A iM’g i1oro Tam He TTo3HaueHe? — mmTae TobiH. — Bymo 6
3pYYHillle MPUBITATUCH 10 HHOTO, KOJIM BiH ITOYHE HAaBaJlOBAaTU MEHi
1ACTSI.

— Woro iM’s1, — Kaxe XipOMaHTKa, TPUKHUIAI0UNCH 3aMUCITIe-
HOI0, — He HalucaHe JiHisIMM, ajie BOHU IMOKa3yl0Th, 1[0 BOHO Mae
OyTH JOBI'MM i B HOMY TOBMHHA OyTH JliTepa «0». I HidYoro Oijblie
He MoXy ckasaTu. bysaiite 3mopoBi! He 3aropomxyiite asepi.

— JluBHO, 3BiIKM BOHa Bce 1ie 3Ha€, — Kaxe ToOiH 1mo 1opo3i
Ha MpPUCTaHb.

Konu mu npoiitoBxyBaiuCh Oiih BOPIT, IKUICh HETP 3a4€B
3anajeHolo curaporo TobiHa 3a ByXO i MOYAJIUMCh HEMPUEMHOCTI.
ToO6iH BoapuB MOTOo IO 1IMi, XiHKM 3aBepelliain, i MEHi TOBEIOCH
BUTSITATH 110TO 3 HATOBITY, ITOKM He 3’sIBWjIach noJimist. TobiH 3aB-
X1y OyBae B HeOE3MEUHOMY HACTpOi, KOJM 3a0BOJIEHUI CO0010.

Mu noBepTajJMCh NapOILIaBOM, i KOJIM MOYyIu OKIUK: «Komy
MoTpiOHI Tocayrn odinianTa?», — TobiH cmpoOyBaB BiITYKHYTH-
cd, BimuyBarouu OaxkaHHS BUXUJIUMTU KyXOJIb MUBa, aje, oOMalaB-
1LY KUILEHi, 3’ICYyBaB, 1110 BOHU MTOPOXKHi. XTOCh 3alliKaBUBCS MOT0
rpiluMu mig 4yac Oifiku. Tak MU i CUIOIIM 3 CyXMMM TOpJlaMU Ha
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