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YacTtuHa nmepma

JOPOI'OIO CJII3
1

ITo rpebeHio ropu iuuto aABoe. YopHi 3ropbJieHi mocrati pi3ko BU-
MaJbOBYBAJIMCS HA TJi XOJOAHOro rpyaHeBoro Heba. B coHsuHii ThLi
0e3KpaliHbOTO CTEMy CisIBCA APiOHMIA CPiOHUI CHIXOK, 0iJI0I0 HAMITKOIO
MMOKPHUBAB 3eMJIIO, YiTUIABCS 3a JanaThil CyXuil Oyp’siH.

3amMepana rpyaKyBara JA0pora panToM KpyTo MOBEPHYJIa BHU3.

Bucokuit BUCHaxXeHUi cTapelb JiBOIO PYKOIO TpUMAaBCS 3a Iuieue
MIUTITKA POKIB IT’SITHAALISITH, a TIPABOIO ONMPABCS HA TOBCTHI CYKyBaTHIA
KocTyp. CHiTKHYBIIMCH 00 TpyaoMaxy 3eMJIi, BiH MaJlo He 3aCTOPYYBaB
HOCOM, ajie XJIoIelb MpuaepxaB. Beauka Topba 3 HEBMOLIEHOIO CUPO-
BOTO IMOJIOTHA, 1O TeJinajach y CTAporo 3a CIMHOI0, BiUIETiIa i TOPOX-
HyJIa 10 XyAoMY BUcoxJoMy Tii. [TouyBcst THXUiT OPEHBKIT CTPYH.

— A xait To6i yopT, AupbKy! — THiBHO mpoOypuaB cTapeub. — Be-
JIell MEHe T0 SIKUXOCh ropbax Ta yopropusix... [1le Ko63y po3ToBuy i HO-
I'M ToJamMalo.

— He nonamaere, aigy, — CIOKIAHO BiAIOBIB XJIONELb, IIMOPTHYBIIIN
MOCHHIJIUM BiJl X0JIOMYy HOCOM. — YxXe Henaneko... I'eH i Ciu BUIHO!

— Ilo ™1 menem? Sxa Ciu? Jle?

— Ta nepen HamMu X!

— Copasni?

Crapuii 3yMHUBCS i BUTSTHYB yIepea TOHKY 3MOPILKYBaTy LIUIO,
YIYIUBIIM B CHHIl MOPO3SHMI IIPOCTip IJIMOOKi YOpHi SIMM 3aMiCThb
oueil. 3 SIM TeKJIM CIbO3HU.

B o6snuyus BiiiHY10 BiTpOM.

Crapuii Bpa3 BaXKO 3auXaB i TaK MIillHO BUEIipUBCSI KiCTISIBUMU
najblsIMU B MOBOAMPEBRE TUIEYE, 10 TOK aXX MOMOPIIMBCA Bif 0OJIIO.
[TotiM onycTuBCA Ha KOJIiHA, CKUHYB Ky[UIaTy OBe4Yy 1LAMKy i CXWIKB
MOTENSICTO-CUBY TOJIOBY B HM3bKOMY IOKJIOHI. 3 Tpydeil BUPBaBCS YU
TO CTOTiH, UM TO IUIay. 3roJoM XJIOMeLb MOYyB HEPO3OipJIMBE JTAMKOTIH-
HS: CTapuii, MaOyTb, MOJMBCSI.

— Xonimo Bxe, aimy! bo it 3aMep3HeMo TyTa, Ha 1IbOMY ILOJIOIKY!
[Iponumae k Hackpi3b! — 3abaraB xJ10Melb, YISATYIOUM 1IWI0 Y BUTEPTUI
KOMip cTapoi CBUTUHU. — 3HaMILM a¢ MoauTuch!.. Yeli e He B LepKBai!
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AJie crapuii MOB He 4yB TuX cJiiB. [Tojiot0 BUTEp 3ariakaHe 06y~
ysl, MiABIBCS i KiJIbKa pa3iB BAMXHYB IIOBIiTPsI, HiOM IPUHIOXYBABCS IO
YOroch.

— Cnpasai, Ciu! — npoMoBuB riiyxo. — IlaxHe AMMOM i3 Ky3Hi...
I'apstuoro okanmuHoIO Hece... MaOyTh, KoBaJli nepeaepKain 3aj1i30 B rop-
Hi... Ta me cBixxocreueHUM xJ1iooMm... Uyen, Subky?

ALbKO NMPOMOBYAB: BiH HiYoro He 4yB. JIMille HAaCMILIKYBAaTO II0-
KPYTUB Tos10BOIO. | Buragae xx take crapuii! Okanuna! CBixocrneueHui
xJ1i6! Ta go Ciui me noopux m’atb Bepet! [Momomaxaem koctypom! IMo-
MOXYKA€ENI Y 3aKOI10011 pyku, Hall ix Mami!.. Xou OM pyKaBMIli SIKi-He-
Oynb, TO sIKOCh OM TepmiB! A To Xo4 11ad! Y mydyku 3aiumnopu 3ailiim:
00JIITh, MOB MOOAPYOYBaHi... A HABKPYTM — TOJui crem. BiTpenp He-
BEJIMKUIA, a MTPOHMU3YE JO KiCTOK!

— Hy, 4Joro x MoBuuII? — po3cepauBcd cTapuii. — Yu, mMoxe,
0o0MaHyB MeHe, InbeHuKy, 1o Bxe Ciu BuaHo? I'a? [TokenkysaB 3 He-
3psg4oro?

— byna 6 oxora, — 6ypkHyB Aubko. — Cam 10 Hei MocHmiliaw, MOB
JI0 MaTiHKMU.

— A Moxe, 1o it He Ciu? — 3acymHiBaBcs cTapuii. — CKaXu MeHi,
TH 0a4yuul TaM piKy B YJIOTOBMHi?

— Ta kaxy x Bam — Ciul.. ToHo — JIHiNpo BUOIMCKYE MOJOIUM
JIbOIKOM TIpoTH coHus. Ym Bomoio, — XTo iforo po3depe 3Biacu... biam-
UTh, MOB cpibJo!l.. A Ha miBocTpoBi — ¢opreus. obpe 6auy cTiHU
BMCOKI 3 TOCTPUM YaCTOKOJIOM. | BeXy Hall BOPiTbMU... TiIbku He po30de-
py, 10 TaM ycepeauHi noHadbynoBaHo. Jlaneko. Ta it BiTep C/b0O3y Haro-
HUTb, Hail OM oro 1Sk Tpaus! — i AUBKO KyJIakoM MPOTep OUi.

Crapuii TpeMTiB, SIK y JIMXOMAaHILIi:

— A uepksy... LepKBy nocepen Qopteli... 6ayui?

— e 6 nak! OH sIK BUOJUCKYE 30JJ0UeHUMU OaHIMMU!

— Ile — BoHa! Matu Haiua... Ciu! — mpolLenoTiB cTapuii i Harpa-
BUB YOpHi Hipu B Toil OiK, A€, Ha MOro AyMKy, Maja OyTHM Ko3albKa
(oprenst. — JlobpaBcsi-raku! AX yepe3 ABAILSThL IT'SITh POKiB, a J0-
OpaBcg!.. Cninuii, HeMiYHUI1, HiKueMHUi... Ta Bce X moMpy cepel CBO-
ro TOBapuCTBa!

Horo noBra xyna nocrarb HiOM 3aCTUIIa Ha TJIi CUHbOTO Heba. Cra-
puit YMMOCH CKMIABCS Ha BEJIETEHCHKOTO TITaxa: i MPOCTATHYTA BIIEpe,
MOB KPWJIO, PyKa, i BEJIMKUM raukyBaTUH HiC, i TOHKI HOTM y Oiaux
MOJIOTHSIHUX INTaHSIX, — JOCTOTY HEMiUHMI MTax BUIAEPCS Ha CKelo,
1100 3 Hei, MOB 3 BUCOTH MTAILMHOIO JIETY, BOCTAHHE TJISIHYTU Ha PilHY
3eMJII0, SIKY MaB MTOKUHYTH.

— A nepen ¢gopreuero mo? Ym € tam crobinka? — mONMUTYyBaB-
cs BiH.

— €. Mog ceno, BelMke i ¢aitHe.

— Cnpagni Ciu! — Crapuii 3aMeTyLIMBCSI, 3aCILINB i 3HOBY CXO-
MUB XJIOMNLS 32 MJleye By3/1yBaTolo, Y CUHIX MPOXUIKAX, pyKow. — To
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xogimMo X wmBuauie! He raiimocs! Xomimo!.. IIlod mo 3axomy coHIA
OyTHU TaM...

SbpKO MiATATHYB LIUIEHKY TOpOU, 110 3BMCANa Majlo He A0 JKUXKOK,
CTYKHYB KOCTYpOM TI0 A3BiHKili Mep3iii 3eMJli, i BOHM MiATIONLEM I10-
KOJIVBAJIU 3 TOPH.

2

Kopniit MeTeauiisl, BACOKHIA, OTPSIHUI 3aITOPOXEIb 3 JOBTUM CH-
BUM OCEJIe[ILIEM i 30JI0TOIO CEPEKKOI0 Y IIpaBOMY BYCi, BimOMBaBCs 3pa-
3y Bin Tppox — Cikaua, ToBkaua it ApceHa 3BeHuropu. B 060x pykax
BiH MaB IO 11a0di ¥ opyayBaB HUMM TaK YMiJO, 1O MOJOAUKM, XOU i
HacilaJd Ha cTaporo, 3 OCTpaxoM MONIsAadM Ha KpUIIEBO-CUHI OJuc-
KaBulli 11abeJlb 3HAMEHUTOTO Ha 3aH0pO)K}K1 py6aku. [Jdapma 1o 1e
JIMIE Tpa: OOUH HCOGCDC)KHI/II/I pyX — i rOCTpe JIe30 po3MaHaxa€e pyKy
JI0 KiCTOK ab0 KOB3HE MO TiM'I0.

Hu3sbke 3UMOBE COHLIE CXWISUIOCS Ha 3axil, 3a BUCOKIi, 3 JyOOBUM
YaCTOKOJIOM BaJIv Ci40BO1 (hopTeLli i 3aCIUIIOBAIO OYi HalaJanyux. XuT-
puii Metenuiigd HAaBMUCHE CTaBMB CBOIX MOJIOAMX CYNPOTUBHMKIB Y He-
BUTiIHE cTaHOBHUIIE. Y 000 BCE BAXKUTh: i BMiHHSI BUOpATH 4ac JJIsl Harany,
i BiOCTyN, Konu MOTpiOHO, i 0OMaHHUI BUMal, 11100 HaBECTU BOpora I
yaap, i MiCUEBICTb, i OCBITJIEHHS. YCIM LIMM CTapuil Ko3apiitora KOpUCTy-
BaBCS SAKHAWCIPUTHILLIE, 1Ie i1 10 TOro KENKyBaB 3i CBOIX YUHiB.

— Cikauuky, OigTIrHu mwraHu, 6o 3aryouin! A skuii 3 Tebe 10 Oica
Ko3ak 0e3 1raHiB? Ta oukyp 3aTIrHu MilHilie!

ITig cmix i periT Ko3aKiB, sIKi opMuIncs AoBkosa, Cikad miacMuK-
HYB JIiBOIO PYKOIO IIMPOKi YEPBOHI 1l1apoBapu i, pO3THiBaHUM, 1l 3a-
B3ATillIe KMHYBCSI BIIEpea. Ajie MOTYTHIll yaap Bigpa3y OXOJOAWB HOro
3anaj: mabjs BUJIeTiIa 3 pyKu i 3 OpsA3KoTOM ymana Ha 3emiio. Cikau
pO3TY0JIEHO 3YNMUHUBCS, IIKPeOyYM LYMKUMU TMAajbLSIMU BUTOJICHY 10
OJIMCKY BUCOKY MOTWIMLIO, i, MOB OlLIeJIEIICHUI, 3aMOpraB ouuMa.

A MeTenuiisl He BraBas:

— AroB, ToBKauKKy, a TU YOTO pO3iMJIiB, SIK JuH y touiii? ITosep-
Taiics MOTOpHille, cyyuit cuHy! Kozakom Oyab, a He GeB3eM HeoTeca-
HMM! — rapKHYB BiH i Tu1a3oM 1a0J1i ornepilurB HEMOBOPOTKOTO TOBCTY-
Ha I10 LIMPOKiil CIUHi.

Toli 3alIMOPTHYBCS, SIK CIyTaHUI KiHb, TUTIOHYB i, BATUPAIOUU PY-
KaBOM CITiTHIJIOro J100a, BUMIIOB 3 TPHU.

JIvmmBest onuH ApceH 3BeHMropa.

Mertenuiis Bpa3 CroBaxHiB. 3 JIiBOI pykKu BUKMHYB 11abst0. Ha mo-
OpaHOMY 3MOpPILIKAMM i 1ipamMamMu 00JMYYi HAOPSKIIM BY3JyBaTi XWJIU.
BunHo Oyio, 1110 BiH IIaHYE LIOIO CYINPOTUBHMKA.

B 10p06i TexX moBOIIi 3aTUX raMip: TLIbKY Teep NOYMHANACS CIIPaBX-
H4 Tpa.

3BeHuUropa 3 X0y IllIOB y HACTyN — BiA ioro ymapy 3 1abeib
BislIOM OpU3HYJIU Tosy0i icKpu.



Buiuuii cepeqHboro 3pocTty, THyuYKuid i TYTuid, SK MOJOAUM TyOOK,
3 T'YCTUM TEMHO-PYCSBUM 3aKy4yepsBIeHUM 4yOOM, a He 3 JOBIMM BiX-
TEM-OCENICALEM — TPAIUIIiIfHOIO 3a4iCKOIO 3aITOPOXIIiB, — TaKUM OYB
ueir Mosoauk. BiH posmainiBest og 0010 i 3 SICHUM BECEIMM YCMiXOM
TicHUB cTaporo. Ha 1ioro 4ucTo morojieHoMy JOBracTOMY OOJIMYYi 1IBiB
SICKpaBUI YepBiHb-pyM’sIHELlb, a OMCTPI CBITJIO-Cipi OYi Mix BUpa3HUMU
PO3JIbOTUCTUMU OpOBaMU OJIUILAIU Bill MOJIOAELLKOTO 3aXOIUIEHHS.

[I1a6ni He 3yNMUHSUIMCS Hi HA MUTh, il HOramMu OiilIiB ryia mope-
MaHa Bill MOpO3y 3eMJIsl. APCEHOBI YK€ XOTiIOCS IKUMOCh CUJIbHUM UM
XUTPUM yaapoM 00e330poiTu MeTeNuill0 UM 3arHaTi Y CYTOYKM MixX
KYpeHsIMHU, 1110 TeX 03Hauajo 6 mopasky craporo. BiH He 3BaxkaB Ha Te,
10 MOro CykHsiHa Kami3esibka B JBOX MiCLsX yxXe po30aToBaHa Ha-
CKDpi3b, a JIiBUIA pyKaB 0101 COPOUKU 3aUE€PBOHIB BHUILE JIIKTS rapsuoro
KpOB’10, — HATHCKAaB Tak, 110 MeTenuus 3MylleHU OYB BiACTyIaTH.

— Iu, carana, sIKMi1 3aB3THI1! — JarigHO OaCUB TOI: BUIHO, JIIOOUB
ko3aka. — Hy, Hy, maBaii, cuHky! ITouyxaii 60ku ctapoMy BeaMeaeBi!
Ase 11 cam Gepexuch! Xou TU it Mosonuii, Ta MeTeauio He Tak JIETKO
nonposatul.. O-o, g 6ady, TM HE B XKapT 3aMOB3SBCS MPOIUTPUKHYTU MEHI
yepeBo! OnHaue XX — Oiiicst bora, xmomue!.. XX xouy BUIYIIUTH 100-
PSYMIl KOPSIK UM W 1B TOPIIKU. A SIKIIO TH 3pOOUII Y MOEMY TPillTHO-
My My3i AipKy, TO MEHi JOBEAETHCS TUTBKM KOBTaTH CJIMHY, SIK TUTUMYTh
iHIIi...

OrpsigHuii MeTenulisl BpaBHO BiIOMB 111a0JII0 CBOTO MOJIOAOTO CY-
MPOTUBHUKA, sIKa HeOe3MeyHo Habjau3unacd 10 HOro YMMajeHbKOro-
TakM 4yepeBa. 3BEHUIopa BiACTYIMB Ha KiJlbKa KPOKiB, MEpPeBiB MOAMX,
MOTIiM 3HOBY IIIIIOB Y HACTYII i IIOTUCHYB CTapOro ax Il Ma3aHWii, 3
OYEPETSIHOIO CTPIXOI0 KYpPiHb.

I'nanavi 3axsunoBanrcb. Mojiofi KO3aKUM BUTYKAMM i CBUCTOM ITO-
YyajIy MinbdamboploBaTy 3BEHUTODY.

— ApceHe, napait! CuibHilie!

— Bunyctu mimoBi Merenuni 6apuio kposi! Lle itomy, ctapomy
YOPTOBi, HE 3aBalUTh — MEHIIIEe 10 MOJIOAMIIb JIa3UTHME!

— I copagni! ITonepea Hboro He MoTOBOMUICS!

— To-ro-ro! Xa-xa-xa!

— Tak iioro! Tak! MaT-Tepi iloro KoBiHbKa!

— A o, miny Metenuie, xapko ctajo? ILle Tobi He OJix JIOBUTH
B Koxyci! TyT Tpeba 1abeabKoo opyayBatu!

Mertenuiig 3MaxHyB pyKaBOM 3 HOca Kparuiio MoTy. 3 HOro MMpoKuX
Ipyneil BUpMBAaBCA BaXKU CBHUCT.

3aTe crapi Ko3aku, 06e3 CyMHiBy, cTOsIM Ha Oowi Metenuui. Ma-
JICHBKWI, TEMHOIIKIpHii, BUCOXITMI Ha TapaHio mimok IlleBunk, cMuKa-
104K J0Broro 6ijioro Byca, cTpubaB 300Ky ApiOHEHbKMMU HiXKaMM,
paauB CBOEMY APYIOBI:

— 3nisa 6uii, Kopnito, 31iBa! He mingaBalics MOIOKOCOCOBI, xaii
1ioMy TpeLib!



Yci po3yminu, 1110 1€ XapT, U0 ABOOIA MUPHO 3aKiHUMUTbCS Oins
00UYKM 3 TOPIJIKOIO, aJie, SIK i BCSIKa rpa, MOEAMHOK PO3MAaIUB IMpUCTpac-
Ti, i HATOBIT XBWJIIOBaBCI He MEHIIE, HixXK caMi Oiif1Li.

Hapeuuri, nputrcHyTuUii 10 cTinu, MeTeauus KMHyB 1a0JI10 B MiXBU.

— Cras, 4OPTiB CUHY, KBapTy TOpiJiKM 3a Hayky! | He myxe 3aaupaii
Hoca, 110 nepeMir camoro Metenuiito! — cka3aB BiH i JlariTiHO 101aB: —
A Bce X Gepexuch ynapiB 3iBal.. [in IlleBunK mpaBuIbHO MiAMITHB...

— JIsKyro, 6aTbKy, — IIaHOOJMBO BiIIIOBiB, OASTalOYMCh, MOJOAMIA
KO3aK i TeX 3axX0BaB 111a0/110 B MixBU. — MaTtumy Ha oui... Ille pa3 msxyio
3a Hayky! { pagmii, 10 MoiM yuuTeseM OyB 3HAMEHMTHUII Ha Bce 3aro-
poxckst kozak Metenuust. Hikonu Bac He 3a0yjy, 6aTbKyl.. A 11100 BU TOBi-
PWIIM, 1110 MOI CJIOBA IMPI, CTABIIO 0APUIIO TOPITKM — MPOMOYMMO TOpIIo!

— Hy, ue gino 6oroBrogHe, — KpsIKHYB MeTenulisl, NOTApaOYn
pyku. — Bin yapku Ta Big cBapKu 4 11ie HiKOJIM B XUTTi He TikaB! Ocob-
JIMBO, KOJIM BUIMTH MOXHa Ha mypHMuky! ['a-ra-ra! Ym He Tak, Opare
[leBunky?

[leBunk 3acmisiBcs 6€33yOUM POTOM, 3MOPIIUBLIN CYyXUil KOPUUHE-
BUII BUJ, BiJl YOO CTAaB CXOXMIA Ha IEYEHY TIPYIIY.

I'ypT K03aKkiB 3 TOMOHOM, CMiXOM i XapTaMy IOTSITHYB A0 OOYKHU 3
TOpiIKOI0, 10 CTOsIIa Imocepen MaiimaHy. Ha ny0oBux Kinoukax, 3a0u-
TUX Y CTOBI, BUCLIM JIepeB’siHi KoBLIMKU-Kopii. [Topsin 3 6oukoto, Ha
OUEPETSIHUX MaTax, JeXald KyNnu B’sUIeHO1 puOM: JISII, CyAaK, OKYHb,
KpyToboKkuit koporn. TyT xe, Ha MaTax, TOMixX puOOI0 3ailiManucs Kym-
KM Hapi3aHOrO BEJIMKMMHU CKMOKAMU XKUTHHOIO XJ1i0a, 110 JOCKOTaB
Hi3[pi 3aI1aXoM CMa4yHOi, 3aCMaXX€HOi 10 OJIMCKY IIKOPUHKMU.

binsg 604k Ta MpUBaOIMBUX AJIST KO3ALIBKOTO, YaCTO HAIiBrOJOJHOTO
JKMBOTA HAiIKiB MOXOIXaB PYAMii, 3 a0’ 1auMu ounma Kopumap OMeb-
Ko. OnelbKyBate 00J1MYYsl HOro CKPUBWIIOCH: 3HAB, 1110 B KO3aKiB TPOLLEH
YopTMa i BOHM 3HOBY MPOCUTUMYTh y 6opr. Ta il Ko3akiB TMX — OIHA
kMeHbka! Ha 3umy Maitke BCi MOTSAINIM MO AOMiBKax Ta 3MMiBHUKAX.
3ocTanuch caMOTHI Oypraku, mapyoKu Ta Ge3pimHi cTapi KO3aku, KM
Hikyau Oyno mopatucs. Ha Ciui BoHM BCEHBbKY 3UMY HECIM BiliCHKOBY
CIyk0y: CTOSIM Ha yaTax, 0OKOJMIOBAJIM HaBKpyru hopTeli i, 100 Bo-
por He MPOHUK 3HeHalbka B Cid, BUTOTOBJISUIM TIOPOX Ta 30polo.

OMeIbKO 3HaB, 10 Ha HUX HE AYXEe MOXMBUIICS. AJle X HE BUKU-
JaTu 100po — Kpaiie Biggatu B 6opr abo mia 3akian. Koszalbke cioBo
B LILOMY [IiJIi TBEPIE — MOBEPHYTh KOJIUCH. | BiH yXe MpUKHUIAB, CKilb-
KU 3i0pajioch TYT KO3aKiB i Y4 BUCTAYUTh Ha BCiX puOMU.

ApceH 3BeHMropa KUHyB y OMebKOBY KOHOBKY JUISI Tpoliieii cpio-
Horo Tajsipa. ['yKHYB:

— Ilpuromainitecs, 6parts!

Ta He BCTUMIM KO3aKU HAIOBHUTHU KOPIIi, SIK Y BOpOTa BCTYIHUB
CJIIMUIA 3 MoBOAMpPeM. 3 TOPOU Y HBOTO BUIJISIIAB XOBTHIA Ipu( KoO3U
3 TEeMHUMU AyOOBMMM 3aKpyTkamu. Crapelb, BUIHO, TyXe CTOMMBCS,
00 JeaBe Yyamas..



— Cionu, cionu, giny! — ryknys Cikay, MacTak 10 TaHIl0. — Bu-
I’ €1 YapKy Ta YIIKBApMIL HAM TOPJIMIL!

IToBoaup miaBiB ciinoro g0 rypty. 3ynUHUBCS.

— e mu Bxe B Ciui, AubKy? — cnuTaB cTapuii.

— Arox. YyeTre — K03aKM HaBKOJIO.

Ko63ap ckuHyB 1IAMNKY i, CIyXOM YJIOBUBLIM IUXaHHS OaraThbox Jito-
JIef, HACTaBMB Ha HUX MOPOXHiI opbith oveil. [ToTiM HU3BKO BKJIOHUB-
cg. A Kolu MiABiB TOJOBY, TO BCi M0O0AYMIM, 1O IO IIOKAX CTaporo
TEYyTh CIbO3U.

— Hesxe ue g B Ciui, 6paToBe? He BipuThCs!

— B Ciui, gimy! B Ciui! — 3aryam ko3aku. — Yoro X 1e 1001 He
BipUTbCS?

— bararo posnosigatu, apy3i... Och yXe ABanL—gTh HIOCTUI PiK, IK
MeHe Oyau CXOIMWIM KpHMMYaKM i MpOAaJd B HEBOMIO. AX I caMuii
Haprpan... JIBagusTte I’ITh POKIiB S He MUB BOAM 3 Hamoro JHimpa...
A Bce pBaBcs 10 Hboro!.. 3a Te it oueil mo30yBes!.. A Tenep — Xou nepes
cMepTio — o 3HoBY B Ciui! Jloma!l.. Cracubi popTyHi, 1110 Ha CTapoCTi
yrnono0ajia MeHe i ToBepHyJIacsa A0 MEHe JuLeM!..

— ba, 6a, 6a! — pantom nporys Metenuisl. — Yu ™1 yacom, Opa-
te, He Janumo Com?

Y ko003apst o 00JMYYI0 MTPOMaiiHy/Ia SKach HesICHa TiHb, HIOM BiH
CWJIKYBAaBCSl TIPUTAJATH, 1€ YyB LIed rojoc. 3MOPIIKYBATi PyKU TPEMTi-
JIi, M’SUTM LIATKY.

Hapn maiinanom 3anana tuiua.

— Ilobwuit MeHe rpim, He BIi3HA€E, CTapuii XpiH! — MeTeIuld ynapus
Ko03aps1 pykoto ro rmievy. — Metenuui He BrtizHae! Ta yu BumaHo take?..
Ma0yTb, 100pe X, OpaTUKy, 3201 TOOI 6aKku MPOKJIATI HEXpUCTH!

— Merenuist! — Ko063ap 1mmpoko po3kruHyB pyku. — KopHito! Io-
Opatume goporuii! Akuii g WACIMBUIA, 1110 TEPIIMM 3YCTPiB Tebe! —
Bonu o6Hsiucs.

A 300Ky BXe TMCHYJIUCH iHIIi cTapi Ko3aku. CoMm 3 omHUX 00iliMiB
MepexoauB 10 iHIMX. BusBuiocs, 1o 6arato xTo mam’sita€ #oro.

— Hy, sx xe tu!

— 3Binku? Posnosinaii, Janwre!..

— Twu nave 3 Toro CBiTY 3’SIBUBCSI!..

— Crpusaiite, OpaToBe, — nmpomoBuB CoM. — Yce posnosim. Tinb-
KU IIi3Hillle Tpoxu. A 3apa3 IMpoBediTh MEHe A0 KOIIOBOro... Maio 1o
HbOTO MUJIbHY i HarIy CIIpaBy.

— Iou, iiou, JaHune, Ta moBepraiics CKopille, MOKY B 00Ul LIE €,
a To ocymiumo 6e3 Tebe! — 3aperoraB Metenuus i HakazaB ToBka-
yeBi: — IIpoBenu craporo go Cipka!

ToBKau y3sB K0oO3apsl 3a pykaB, MOBiB uepe3 MaillaH 10 BEJUKOTO
OyIMHKY 3 IIMPOKUM (papOOBAaHMM I'AaHKOM i BUCOKMMU BiKHAMU 3 pi3-
HOKOJIipHUMHM IIHOKaAMM.

Tenep morsiau Ko3akiB 3BEpHY/IMCS Ha KOO3apeBOro MOBOAMPSI.
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Aubko cTosiB 300Ky, HE QyXe MPUCTYXarouuch 10 po3MOBU. BiH i3
3axorieHHsIM poarisiaaB Ciy.

To e, BUXoauTh, 3amopoxiii! A AMBHO, IK BOHU CXOXi Ha XJIOMiB
i3 #oro pimHoi CMepeuiBKM, 3BiIKM BiH yTiK IUe B KiHUI JiTa. Taki X
orpy0iii Bim poOOTU PyKM Ta OOBITpeHi, BUAYOJEHi JOIIAMM i COHLEM
Jquus. B OUIBIIOCTI — IIOHOIIEHI, JIaTaHI CBUTKM, KOXYXU, CTONTaHi
yo0OTH i MOJIOTHSIHI 1UTaHU. JIWie AexXTo OASTHYTUM y HOpPOTuii maH-
CBKMI1 KyHTYII! Y HOBUI KOXYX IO CTaHKA...

AJie i BiIpi3HSIIOTBCS Bill CMEPEUIBCHKMX XJIOMIB. Y 3alOPOXIiB —
CMiJIMBi, TOPAOBUTI MOISAAU, SIKUX S1IbKO HiKOJU He 0auuB y CBOIX
OIHOCeNbYaH. Y KOXHOro — Iabas mpu Ooili, mictoab abo i nBa 3a
MOSICOM. A Ha rojioBax — OBeui, Jucsa4i a0bo 3agyi wanku... Hi, 30Bcim
He Te, o Ha foro pigHii ['yuyabuiuHi!

IToTiM BiH KOB3HYB IOIJISIAOM I10 JTOBIMX IPUCAIKyBaTHUX XaTaX-Ky-
PEHSIX, 10 MpUYiIKaMU Maiixke BIPUTYN YIUPaIUCh Y (DOPTEUHi CTiHU.
OuepeTsHi CTpiXy MPUIMOpPOIIeHi ApiOHUM cHixkoM. Ilomig HUMM —
TbMSIHIIOTb BY3bKi, MOB OiliHMIIi, BikOHUS. BymuHKM BilicCbKOBOI KaH1e-
JISIpii i KOIIOBOi CTapIMHM BMILI, Kpallli, KpUTi roHTo0%. Ha mpoTuiex-
HOMy OolIi MaimaHy KpacyeTbcs (papOOBaHMMM CTiHAMM i 30JI04EHUMU
OaHsSMU ciyoBa LIEpKBa.

IToGauuBILM, 1110 KO3aKM 3BEPHYJIM Ha HHOTO yBary, XJOIMeELb CKU-
HYB 11Ky, BKJIOHMBCS i MPOKa3aB XPUIIKO:

— JlobpuneHb, MaHOBE KO3aKu!

— 3mopos, nmapybue! — BigmoBiB 3a Bcix Metenuist. — OT TiIbKK
He Ha3MBaiil Hac Tak... bo siki My manu? T'onompaHii... A maHu — tam! —
KUBHYB Ha OYIMHKM CiYOBMX CTapLUIMH. — 3pO3yMiB?

— 3po3yMiB.

— IlpaBna, it 3 HalIoro Opara AEXTO MPeThCs B MaHU. Ta TO BXe He
TBOT'O PO3yMy AiJI0... A Terep po3noBigail — 3Binku cam? [le 3ycTpiBcs
3 Comom?

— Ta e g posmnogim... IloTiMm... A nonepeny XoTiB OM 3HATHU, SK
MEHi 3HaiTu ApceHa 3BEHUTODY.

Kozaku 311MBOBaHO Mepe3upHYIUC.

— O, y 3Benuropu poauy o0’siBuBcsa! A Tu 1ioro xiba He 3Haell,
xJjonue, Hamoro 3seHuropu? BiH TyT, MiX HaMHU...

— Hi, He 3Haw0... Malo TUIbKM 1IOCh oMY MepeaaTu. ..

ApceH BuctynuB Hanepen. [ToapsnuHy Ha pyLi BiH yXe BCTUT 3aJv-
TU TOPIIKOIO i TPUTPYCUTH MopoxoM. [ToBepX MaJMHOBOIO XXymaHa Ha
HBOMY HAOMAIIKK OYyB HAKWHYTUM KOXYX, ITOMEPEXEHMI KPacUBUM
IIUTBOM. AJie i XyTaH, i KOXyX y 0araTbox MiclLisIX IojlaTaHi, MaOyTh, He
B OJIHOTO Xa3sliHa MoOyBaiu, MOKW, HAPEILITi, MOTPANUIu A0 KO3aKa.

— o xx TM Mael mepeaaTd MeHi, xjonuye? — CIUTaB BiH CTpU-
BOXEHO.

"' KyHTym (yeop., hoa.) — CTapOBUHHUI BepXHill OIAT.
2TOHT, TOHTA (chey.) — IpaHKa, JOLIEYKH, AKMMU KPHIOTh JaXH.
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— 4 3 JIyooBoi banku, ...

— Twu 3 Jly6oBoi banku? — ax KuHyBcS KO3aK.

Ceplie y HbOTO ThOXHYJIO: TaM, Ha 6epe3i Cyiu, och yXe TpeTiil pik
KWJIM MOTO PimHi — MaTu, cecTpa, dimycCh...

— o x 3 auMu Tpanmnock? fAkech Hemactsd? — BiH cxonmmBs xJror-
g 3a wiede. — Moi mock nepegaBany To6010? Kaxu mBumiie!

— Maru Bama 3axsopina. IlepegaBanu, 1100 B pUOYIIN. ..

— Maru! Illo 3 Hero? Tu 6aums 1i?

— Hi, He 6auuB. CecTpa Balua mepekasyBaja, KOJIU MM 3 IiIOM
CoMOM HOYYBaJIM Y HUX.

— To tu cam He 3 [Ily6oBoi banku?

— Hi, Byiiky', g 3 Kapnart... Konu 3HaeTe — i3 CMepediBKU. YTiK Bif
naHa Bepeinaku... He uyan?.. Jliotuii, racnual.. 3 6igHOro Xjormna 30MTKy-
€TbCH, SIK 3 OumIal.. A HUHbKM MaB HaJilo KO3aKyBaTH, SIKILO MpUIMETE...

Ane ApceH Bxe He ciyxaB xiomnisl. Ha obnuyys iloMmy BIaja par-
TOBA 3aXypa, a MOTEMHIJI Cipi 04i MOWHIIUCI CMYTKOM. JIyMKOIO CAT-
HyB ax y JlyoboBy banky. 3arisHyB y MaJleHbKY XaTUHY ITiJl Ta€EM, CXU-
JIMBCSl Haja OepecTOBMM JIiKKOM, SIKE caM 3MaiiCTpyBaB, O Y3TOJiB s
Marepi... HamaraBcs ysaBuTH, sika BoHa Tenep... biima, MaOyTh, 3 api0o-
HEHbKMMM 3MOpIIKaMM TIiJl OuMMa, TyCTe BOJOCCS paHO BKpuJocs Oi-
JIo10 TTaMopo331o. Aka xBopicTek mpudenuiacsa no Hei? Yum tyra 3a yo-
JIOBiKOM, ApCeHOBUM 0aTbKoM, 3B’suiuia ii cepiue? Yu 3actaHe ii XKuBy?
Kom 6 MaB KOHSI — Jech 3a TpU-YOTUPH OHI TOCKaKaB Ou!

— OMenbKy, S TYT 3aulialo ACIIMIIo 3 MaitHa, — 3BEPHYBCS BiH
JI0 KOpYUMapsl, 10 caMe 3aXOIMBCs YacTyBaTH Ko3akiB. — Yu He naB 61
TU MEHi KOH$ Iifl 3acTaBy?

— Tu xouewn ixatu gomomy? — cnutaB Cikay, SIKMil YyB PO3MOBY
3BEHUTOPU 3 XJIOMIIEM.

— Tak. IIpoBigao crapeHbKy... Och OMENIbKO JACThb MEHi KOHS...

— A gKIIIO T 3akeHell oro? — MpUMPYXUBCS Kopumap.

— To 3amnauy. HaneBHo, gacu Taky LIKalMWHY, 1O COPOM CigaTu
Ha Hel, a 31epell, SIK 3a 0aTbKa.

— Yoro x! JIam KoHs1 1oOporo! Aje 3a KOXHUI TYKISHDb 3aIlIaTUII
MEHi 1o YBipLi 310TUX. 3rona?

Ie, 3BuuaiiHo, Oys0 moporo. Aje ApceH roroauscst. He OppoxaTtu 3k
TMLIKOM 110 O€310PiXCKI0, KOJIM BpaHLIi BUIAAaE CHixXKOK a0o iHill, a BAE€Hb
TaHe, i CTEN CTa€ CUBUIA BiJl POCH.

— 3aiimenn 1o MeHe Ha XyTip — cKaxelll XiHIi, o0 gama I'Higoro.
Bona 3Hae. A cinno — B KoMipuMHi, — nosicHioBaB OMeNbKO, pafitouun
HEXIaHOMY 3apOO0iTKOBI.

— Tapasn, nsikylo, — KMBHYB ApCeH i BKJIOHMBCSI TOBAPUCTBY: —
bysaiite 3moposi, apysi! He sragyiite nuxom! o 3ycrpiui!

Bin moBepTaBcs Ha BCi OOKM i BiIBilllyBaB MOKJIOHU 3aXMEJLIUM
ko3akaM. JIxeHmxypuctuii Cikau, moOaYMBIIN JIATKM Ha KOXYCi i XKy-
MaHi ToBapulla, BUTYKHYB:

' Byitko — msmbKo.
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— Crpusaii, Apcene! Ckunaii ik nuxiit Mami cBoro axmMaHuHy! He-
roxe ko3akosi ixatu 3 Ciui obipBaHuem! Ta Xiba KOIIIOBE TOBAapMCTBO
He B 3M03i criopsaauTtu Tebe kpaie? Och Ha JUIIEHbD!

Bin mBraKo CKMHYB 3 cebe TapHOro CMHBOTO XYITaHa 3 YTOPCHKOTO
CYKHA i CHBY CMYLIEBY LUATKY-OUPKY.

— O, Temep He COpOM i Tia BiHeLb! — 3ad0BOJICHO OTJISIHYB BiH
TOBapulilia, HATATYIOUM Ha cebe oro mOHOLIEHUI ofsr. A mo0auyuBIIA
ToBkaua, sIKUi HaOJMXKXaBCs 10 TYpTy, TYKHYB: — | mepiioMy X 61a3-
HEBIi, SIKWI MocMie 00i3BaTH 3allOPOXKIIST HETATOIO YK CipOMOIO, 3aTKHU
y niesibky ToBkaueBy 11abesbKy!

KpacHomoBHUI xecT y 6ik ToBkaueBoi qoporoi 1mabJi, 1110 Mepex-
TiJla TIPOTH COHIISI TOPOTOLIHHMM KaMiHHSIM, i IIpO30pHUi HaTIK, 1100
TOU 1110 11a0JTI0 MOAapyBaB APYroBi, BUKIUKAIU Cepell KO3aKiB CMIllIOK,
00 Bci 3Hanu ToBkauyeBy MpUCTpacTbh A0 KOIITOBHOI 30poi. BiH OyB,
MaOyTb, HAHOIIHILINIT Cepe TOBAPUCTBA, XOMUB Y J1axax, 3aTe MaB Haii-
Kpally 11a6mo. Takoi HaBiTh Y KOLIOBOTO He 6yJ10

ToBkau 3akJjiinaB YOPHUMHU BisSIMU, ajie MOBUILHO BiACTEOHYB OJ1 MO-
sica wabmo. HuxkHs ryba y HbOTro 3aTpeMTia.

— S 3 pagictio... Yoro x... bepu, Apcene! — npoOyOOHIB BiH. —
Xiba meHi xanko s apyra?

Bci 6aunim, 1o HomMy Taku Xajnko, i HOTillaJics Haj TIoraHo Mpu-
XOBaHOIO I0CAJI0K0 K03aKa. MeTeNuId ax TPEMTIB Ol CMIXY i BaXXKUMU
KyJlakKaMy BUTUpPaB cb03u. Moro o6BUCIi M’SICUCTI 1IOKU APiOHO TPy-
CWJIMCh, a OiJla Ky[JiaTa 1Iafnka Majo He nagaua 3 rojJoBH.

— Ox-xox-xox! Cio Hiu Hamoro ToBkaunka 0J0XU KyCaTUMYTh!
3 mocamy He 3acHe m0 paHKy'.. He xypuch, mapy0ue, 111e ImiaBepHEThCS
TOOI MiJg PyKy SIKUKACH TaTapCbKUIA Myp3a — i 3HOBY MaTUMEI TaKy X
rapHeHbKY 1Ls1bKY! — APCEHOBI X CKa3aB: — A Bill MEHE, CUHKY, Ma€lll
monbKy i kucet! Ilanm Ha 310poB’sTUKo!

— Cnacub6i, 6ateky! Cracu6i, apy3si! — mgKyBaB po3uyleHuii 3Be-
HUTOpA.

B 110 MUTh Ha raHky BiliCBKOBOi KaHLEMSIpii 3’SIBUBCSI IXypa KO-
LII0BOTO.

— ApceHe! — rykHyB BiH. — ApceHe-e!

— Yoro 106i? — 06i3BaBCcs K0O3aK, 0OCMMKYIOUYM Ha cO0i HOBUIA
KOXYX.

— IlIBunko mo komosoro! He raiics!

ApCEH 30IMBOBAHO IJISIHYB HA TOBAPUILiB, HiIOM MUTAB, 1O TaM CTpsIC-
Jlocsl, ajie HiXTO HiYOro He 3HaB.

3

— Yosom T00i, cnaBHUI KomoBuit otamaHe IBaH Cipko! — mpuBi-
TaBCs1, BKIOHSIOUMCh, K0O3ap, Koiau ToBKay 3aBiB 10Oro 10 BEJIMKOi, FApHO
MPUOPaHOI CBIT/IMII BiliChKOBOI KaHLEJSIPIi i IIEMHYB, 10 IIepe] HUM —
caMm oTamaH. — Maro 10 Tebe MuIIbHY cripaBy... HeBinkianHy i TaeMHY...
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